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STATE BUDGET 2022–23— MOTORING COSTS 
251. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! Just wait until we have got order. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: The Premier announced that he will be making a series of announcements before the budget. Will 
a freeze on car registration fees be one of them? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The good thing about these things is that the member for Moore will learn about them when we announce them. 
We will announce significant measures in the lead-up to the budget because, as the member might know, we are 
the one government in Australia that has its finances under control. I was able to comment on this issue this morning. 
What bad financial managers the Liberals and Nationals are. What extraordinarily bad financial managers they are. 
We can have a look at the record. From 2008 to 2017, the Liberals and Nationals took the state’s debt from $3.6 billion 
across the forward estimates to $44 billion. What is that? It is about a 1 000 per cent increase. The commonwealth 
government, under Tony Abbott, Malcolm Turnbull, Scott Morrison, Barnaby Joyce, Michael McCormack and 
Barnaby Joyce, managed to take its debt levels from around $250 billion to now approaching a trillion dollars of debt. 
They claim to be better financial managers—a trillion dollars of debt! The fact of the matter is, and the evidence is there, 
that the Liberals and Nationals are shocking financial managers. They set the country and the state up for decades of 
debt. At least in the case of Western Australia we have had a government that has got it under control, and that has the 
capacity for and a record of proper financial management and assisting families, particularly with targeted measures. 
I might note that members opposite opposed it when we put in place a $600 electricity credit. They were out there 
opposing that. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Liberal Party was out there opposing it. The bloke in the cartoon this 
morning, I can identify him. It was the Leader of the Liberal Party in the cartoon this morning, just so everyone knows 
who it was. He was out there opposing the $600 credit. That is the sort of thing that members opposite promote, 
whereas we are out there making sure that the cost-of-living pressures are much more under control, in addition to 
having good financial management, compared with any time members opposite were ever in office. 
The SPEAKER: The member for Forrestfield with the last question. 
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